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EIGHTY THOUSAND EMERGENCY VOLUNTEERS HONOURED  
 

Police and Emergency Services Minister Michael Gallacher today paid tribute to the 

state’s 80,000 emergency services volunteers at the annual Memorial Service at Mrs 

Macquarie’s Chair in Sydney. 

 

Minister Gallacher led tributes to volunteers from the NSW Rural Fire Service, State 

Emergency Service, Volunteer Rescue Association and Marine rescue NSW –who 

have lost their lives while serving the community. 

 

“The names of 86 volunteers from our emergency services are inscribed on the 

Memorial’s commemorative Roll of Honour,” Minister Gallacher said. 

 

“The state’s emergency volunteers often put their own personal safety at risk to assist 

and protect others, and for this we are forever grateful. 

 

“By its very nature, much of their work is inherently dangerous and conducted in the 

most inclement weather and stressful conditions,” Minister Gallacher said. 

 

“The emergency services have a steadfast commitment to the safety of their members 

but this Memorial is a reminder that the price of ensuring the community is protected in 

times of emergency. 

 

“Today we have the opportunity to thank our volunteers for their unflagging 

commitment and hard work on behalf of us all and to remember those we have lost,” 

Minister Gallacher concluded. 

 

The Volunteers Memorial was unveiled by the NSW Governor, Her Excellency, 

Professor Marie Bashir AC in June 2001, to acknowledge the contribution of the 

State’s emergency services volunteers, particularly those who have lost their lives 

serving the community. 
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