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Large Air Tankers (LAT) and Very Large

Air Tankers (VLATS) arrived in NSW for the
2015/16 fire season. Faster airspeed and
larger fuel tanks enable LATs and VLATs to
deliver more suppressants in a shorter time
frame than the aircraft currently in use in
Australia to date. They can reach almost any
location in NSW within an hour while carrying
a full payload and the capacity to immediately
contribute to the local firefighting effort.

A lead plan accompanies the air tanker on
their missions to assess the fireground and
determine the most effective firefighting
tactics. The LAT/VLAT program is on trial

for two years. Here is a profile of the aircraft
that were used for the 2015/16 fire season. An
assessment will be done of the 2015/16 trial

to determine which aircraft will be used in the
2016/17 fire season.
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IR TANKERS CAN REACH ALMOST ANY LOCATION IN NSW WITHIN AN HOUR
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One of two Bird Dogs available to the NSW RFS. Fast and adaptable %

these intelligence-gathering aircraft assess the fireground, determine
FOUR-ENGINE the best flight path and then lead the huge air tankers across the T sy 1
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CONTAINMENT CARGO AIRCRAFT fireground showing them where to drop their load of gel or retardant (NSWRFS OF

Thor Hercules L100 arrived in NSW in September LI§5%3SPV¥33E WITH 18,000HP using a smoke generating machine.
2015. Fast and capable of releasing 15,450I of water 350M LONG
or suppressant (gel or retardant).
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OPERATIONAL: ANYWHERE CAN TRAVEL UP TO 4 HOURS CRUISING SPEED UP TO 500KPH

CRUISING SPEEDS OF 545 KPH

CAN TRAVEL FOR UP l:)URS

OPERATIONAL
ANYWHERE FROM RICHMOND,
WILLIAMTOWN RAAF BASES AND
TAMMWORTH, DUBBO AND CANBERRA
AIRPORTS
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