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Looking for high visibility in 
one of the best firefighting 
magazines in the world?
Bush fire is an inherent part of the Australian 
landscape and the Bush Fire Bulletin is the 
premier publication dedicated to providing 
detailed reporting on bush firefighting 
activities across NSW. The Bush Fire Bulletin 
is the NSW Rural Fire Service’s (NSW RFS) 
official journal and has been in circulation 
for more than 60 years. It covers bush 
fire emergencies, fire safety, firefighting 
technology and equipment and brings the key 
messages of bush fire safety to its readers. 
This well-loved publication has a readership 
of more than 74,000 and more than 25,000 
copies are distributed to brigades, Fire 
Control Centres and educational institutions in 
NSW and around Australia. It is also publicly 
available for download on the NSW RFS 
public website (www.rfs.nsw.gov.au). The 
Bush Fire Bulletin has high visibility among 
its readers and offers high visibility for those 
who advertise on its pages. 
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October 2013 will be 
remembered as one of 
the most challenging and 
significant periods of fire 
activity experienced in NSW in 
recent years. This issue of the 
Bulletin is dedicated entirely to 
those busy weeks when more 
than a thousand fires were 
reported and responded to and 
when thousands of firefighters 
took to firegrounds to protect 
their local communities.

This issue of the Bulletin 
tells not only the stories of 
the major fires and how they 
were fought but the stories 
behind the scenes. How were 
local community engaged in 
the fire effort? How was the 
public kept informed? What 
technology was used to track 
and strategise against the 
spread of the fires? How did 
such massive operation come 
together so quickly? 

Bush Fire Bulletin ipad  
version available
For the first time this issue 
of the Bulletin will also be 
available on iPad with exclusive 
videos, interviews and 
slideshows to enhance the 
storytelling.

At the height of the bush  
fire emergency, Commissioner 
Shane Fitzsimmons spoke  
to the media and public:  

“We have the best firefighters  
in the world.”

In this issue of the Bulletin we 
see these firefighters at work  
and have the opportunity to 
appreciate the complexity and 
drama of the October 2013 
campaign.

PHOTO: 17 October 2013: The 
Heatherbrae fire seen from the 
north. Photo by Wes Whitworth

Red
October 

Special edition  
Bush Fire Bulletin 
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Fires (Superintendent David 
Jones, Hawkesbury District, 
(Superintendent Karen 
Hodges,) along with SEOCON 
(State Emergency Operations 
Controller), Commissioner 
FRNSW Greg Mullins, 
representatives of the Bureau 
of Meteorology, Deputy 
Commissioner Rob Rogers, 
Assistant Commissioner Steve 
Yorke and members of the 
State Operations, to discuss 
the current situation and also to 
consider predicted weather.

Weather conditions were 
not favourable and all parties 
expressed concern at the 
potential for communities 
in the path of the fires to be 
threatened in the coming days.

Following further discussions 
with the Incident Controllers, 
it was determined that a  
overarching IMT would be 
established to coordinate 
resources and response for 
all fires. Individual Incident 
Controllers were to remain 
responsible for their own fires.

Led by Deputy Commissioner 
Rob Rogers it was the first 
time the NSW RFS had set 
up one overarching IMT 
for running fires over three 
Districts.

Throughout the day a number 
of communities were on alert 
including Mount Victoria, 
Kanimbla Valley, Megalong 
Valley, Mount Boyce and 
Blackheath as well as Mt 
Wilson/Mt Irvine and Mt 
Tomah.

Buses were replacing trains 
from Mt Victoria to Lithgow.

Monday 21 October
Overnight the fire crossed 
over Victoria Falls Track raising 
concerns that it may work its 
way around to impact the Great 
Western Highway and the 
rail corridor. Resources were 
committed to trying to contain 
the breakout. The fire was also 
making a run north along the 
east side of Mt York Road.  

Back burning and fire 
suppression operations 
continued throughout the day 
on a number of fronts. In the 
evening, community meetings 
were held in Blackheath, (2,500 
attendees) and Medlow Bath 
(200 attendees). 

At a meeting of the overarching 
IMT that day, the high-risk 
strategy known as ‘The Plug’ 
was outlined. ‘The Plug’ 
became central to the fight to 

protect the Blue Mountains. 
This strategy involved back 
burning off a steep and difficult 
section of bushland that was 
inaccessible to firefighters.

The 5km containment line was 
to be constructed by hand by 
specialised and experienced 
Remote Areas Firefighting 
Teams (RAFT) in a narrow 
ravine at the ‘gateway’ to the 
larger Grose Valley and hence 
the lower Blue Mountains. 
This strategy had been tried 
on a number of previous 
occasions and had failed but 
this time crews were to make 
use of more hard containment 
and natural features. It was 
a high-risk approach due to 
the potential for fire to breach 
containment lines, with a 
fire perimeter of more than 
150kms.

RAFT from NPWS and NSW 
RFS were deployed for the 
task, assisted by helicopters. 
At times, they had to trek 
many kilometres through 
rugged bushland to consolidate 
containment lines where crews 
would back burn. This work 
continued around the clock in 
the lead up to October 23.

“The strategy was not 
a dangerous one,” said 
Commissioner Shane 
Fitzsimmons, “but it was high 
risk. It was also the most viable 
option for achieving containment 
of the Mt York Road fire.”

tuesday 22 October
While a number of RAFT teams 
were working around the 
fireground putting in control 

lines, other preparations were 
being made for the frightening 
weather conditions predicted 
for the next day. Schools 
across the Blue Mountains 
were to be closed and 
residents were being asked to 
consider leaving the Mountains 
for the day.

A storm cell, with high 
instability and north west 
winds, approaching from the 
west caused concern for the 
safety of RAFT teams. In 
the early afternoon burning 
operations are suspended due 
to rain brought by the storm.

A large community meeting 
attended by around 2,500 was 
held in Katoomba.  

Wednesday 23 October
This was the day forecast to 
be extremely bad fire weather. 
Despite a light rain overnight, 
all firefighters were on the 
alert and there were literally 
thousands of firefighters on 
standby should things turn 
bad. Containment lines around 
the Bells Line of Road near Mt 
Banks came under pressure 
but in general all the control 
lines hold. 

By the late afternoon, it was 
clear that the worst fears were 
not realised.

thursday 24 October
Back burning and suppression 
operations continued in many 
locations throughout the day. 
High winds prevented aircraft 
from operating and ground 
crews and heavy plant were 

also withdrawn from working 
control lines for their safety. 

In the early afternoon control 
lines along the Bells Line of 
Road near Mt Banks Road were 
breached and the village of 
Mt Wilson came under threat. 
Three Strike Teams were 
immediately diverted to protect 
Mt Wilson.  An Emergency 
Warning was issued for 
residents of Mt Wilson and  
Mt Irvine.

The wind eased during the 
afternoon and the breakout 
was contained and work 
progressively resumed on 
suppression and back burns. 
The Alert Level was lowered to 
Watch and Act.

The control line in the Grose 
Valley, referred to as ‘The Plug’, 
held and was being deepened.  
A number of roads including 
the Bells Line of Road and the 
Darling Causeway remained 
closed.

25 October-7 november
Over the coming days 
firefighters continued mopping 
up and consolidating control 
lines, despite a number of 
minor flare-ups.  

The fire was declared out 
on Thursday 7 November at 
1430hrs. The Mt York Road 
Fire burned for 22 days, 
destroyed 10 houses, damaged 
three others and burnt 9,383ha.  
All property losses occurred  
in St George’s Parade, Mt 
Victoria on the first afternoon 
of the blaze. 

In the hours between 1100hrs and 1400hrs on Thursday 17 October, 2013, three major fires took off. The Mt York 
Road Fire in the west of the Blue Mountains, the destructive fire in Winmalee, and at about 1125hrs a blaze was 
sparked in the Southern Highlands east of Balmoral Village. 

The Hall Road fire burned for 26 days and in the first week had significant impact on infrastructure in the area 
including major roads into Sydney and Wollongong, water supplies, a colliery and a communications tower.  
Overall two dwellings were destroyed and two others damaged.

The bush fire was volatile and difficult to control with firefighters working on many fronts to contain the blaze. 
Over the first six days several villages from Balmoral to Wilton to Alymerton in the south were threatened. The 
fire burnt mostly in the Upper Nepean Catchment which services the four dams of Sydney’s Water Catchment 
and also disrupted electrical supply to the water filtration plant and threatened a gas pipeline. In total the fire 
burnt out 15,657ha. 

It began with an urgent evacuation of primary school children from the Yanderra village on Thursday afternoon. 
Jacqueline Murphy reports.

Hall Road Fire 

ABOVE: 17 October 2013: Early responders, brigades arrived on Mt York Road to the find the fire spreading 
quickly under windy conditions. Photo by Jonathan Mallin

19 October 2013: Hall Road Fire near 
Balmoral. Photo by Janne Sloane 
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Brownes Road Fire (Salt ash)
At around 1400hrs on 13 
October 2013 a fire started 
at Brownes and Lemon Tree 
Passage Roads, Salt Ash just 
west of the Fingal Bay fire.

Eight NSW RFS tankers were 
sent to the scene and it was 
quickly determined that the fire 
would threaten homes within 
15 minutes. An Emergency 
Alert was issued for residents 
in the vicinity of Brownes 
Road and Lemon Tree Passage 
Road. Reports came in of 
buildings on fire in Brownes 
Road. Firefighters focussed on 
property protection and police 
began evacuating houses along 
Lemon Tree Passage Road.  

The fire took multiple runs 
in all directions throughout 
the afternoon and evening, 
crossing and closing several 
roads in the area. It was in 
this period that four houses 
were destroyed along with a 
number of sheds, outbuildings, 
vehicles, boats and plant. 
Crews on scene concentrated 
on property protection while 
aviation resources worked on 
spot fires.

At 1700hrs the fire was 
downgraded to Watch and 
Act as houses were no longer 
under threat. By 1800hrs an 
Evacuation Centre had been 
established at the Salt Ash 
Church Hall to house those 

residents who had been 
stranded by the fire. 

Strong north westerly winds 
ahead of a southerly change of 
50kph gusting to 90kph came 
through late in the evening. 
Under this influence the fire 
took a run along Rookes Road 
and an Emergency Alert was 
issued warning residents to be 
aware of ember attacks. 

By 2230hrs ember attack had 
abated, and although fires  
were burning among the 

houses they were no longer 
under threat and crews had 
begun mopping up.

Relief came in the early hours 
of the morning when a light 
rain fell on the fireground and 
crews were able to contain 
the blaze. In the following 
days crews worked hard to 
consolidate containment lines 
and continued to patrol the 
fireground for the next nine 
days until it was declared out 
on 23 October 2013. 

Hank Street Fire (Heatherbrae)
A matter of hours after the 
Salt Ash fire started, a further 
report came in of a fire burning 
near Heatherbrae about 20kms 
west of Salt Ash.

The fire’s progress was 
relatively slow for the first four 
hours. In the mid evening, 
under the influence of the 
strong north westerly winds, 
the fire broke containment lines 
about 1.5km from the point 

of origin. Firefighters fell back 
to property protection along 
Tomago Road.

The predicted southerly change 
came through with a light 
rain and the change of wind 
direction which spared some 
houses. The fire headed north 
east towards Masonite Road 
and overnight some 190ha  
was burnt. 

Monday 14 October
The fire was still out of control 
on Monday morning. By 
midday, however the fire had 
entered wetlands south of 
Masonite Road and was self-
extinguishing. Firefighters spent 
the rest of day and Tuesday 
involved in back burning 
operations around a nearby 
water treatment plant and 
substation. 

Wednesday 16 October
Conditions worsened on 
Wednesday and the fire flared 
up several times with one 
report of flame heights of 30m!

thursday 17 October
Weather conditions on 
Thursday were very dangerous.  
Wind speed increased 
dramatically to 45kph gusting to 
70kph and temperatures soared 
to 34 degrees Celsius. The fire 
activity became very volatile in 
these conditions.

An Emergency Warning was 
issued for properties along 
Tomago Road and Cabbage 
Tree Road and around midday 
the Newcastle Airport was 
closed due to the proximity of 
the fire. An Evacuation Centre 
was established at Kings Park in 
Raymond Terrace for residents 
who could not return to their 
homes.

Reports of property losses 
began to arrive. In the early 
afternoon several key roads 
were closed including Nelson 
Bay Road. The Newcastle 
Airport was impacted, roads 
were closed and some areas 
were evacuated by Police.

During the afternoon the 
predicted strong southerly 
change arrived. This turned the 
northern flank of the fire into an 
uncontained head fire and the 
pushed north with intense fire 
activity closing Richardson and 
Medowie Roads.

In the early evening the fire 
crossed Richardson Road and 
crews worked on protecting 
homes in the Campvale and 
Medowie areas. The fire also 

moved north west and put 
pressure on homes in the 
Lakeside suburb of Raymond 
Terrace, while also spotting 
across and closing the Pacific 
Highway at Heatherbrae. An 
Emergency Alert was issued to 
residents of Raymond Terrace 
and Medowie. By this time, the 
fire was about 3,500ha in size 
and burning on three fronts.

Fortunately control lines held 
and crews resumed back 
burning around properties in 
Medowie, Heatherbrae and 
Lakeside.

Friday 18 October
Between midnight and about 
0400hrs various minor flare-ups 
occurred and the fire reached 
to within 200m of the Tomago 
Aluminium gas facility, next to 
the smelter. While the fire was 
still out of control residents of 
Fullerton Cove, Salt Ash and 
Nelson Bay Road could return 
to their properties.  

Back burning continued 
around Tomago. Roads were 
progressively opened during 
the day and evacuation centres 
were closed.

Saturday 19 October
Further isolated flare-ups 
continued, but the fire was 90 
percent contained. The fire was 
around 5,000ha and still active 
within containment lines. Crews 
were blacking out.  By the end 
of the day all roads in the area 
had been re-opened.

Isolated flare-ups were reported 
over the next few days but the 
fire was declared out on 23 
October 2013.

At the end of the Section 
44 declaration, the fires had 
claimed four homes, damaged 
nine, destroyed nine industrial/
commercial/primary production 
buildings and damaged a further 
10; the fires also claimed 24 
outbuildings and eight vehicles. 
When all Lower Hunter fires 
were declared out, 6641ha of 
bushland was burnt. Following 
this declaration a further 
4,500ha of remote bushland 
was burnt in the south west 
of the Lower Hunter Zone but 
this fire was part of the Howe’s 
Swamp Section 44 in the 
Hawkesbury District. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: The northern 
part of Salt Ash consists of houses 
on semi-forested “hideaway” 
blocks.  Photo by Ben Shepherd

loving families
In October 2013 the Balzer family joined other members of the 
Anna Bay Brigade in fighting the Heatherbrae Fire.  

For many years the Balzer family have been integral to the 
Anna Bay Brigade in Port Stephens. Rainer Balzer was the 
much loved Brigade Captain until his death in 2008. His wife, 
Maureen Balzer and their sons Chris and Darren, continue to be 
active members of the brigade.

“Our brigade is a family orientated one,” Kristine Glen from 
Anna Bay Brigade said, “On the day (Thursday 17 October, 
2013) Maureen, Chris and Darren were on one truck and my 
family, Jason, Peta and granddaughter Tyela, were on the 
other. Meanwhile I, myself, was doing community liaison at 
Medowie!”

The day after the Heatherbrae Fire threatened homes, Chris 
Balzer posted a heart-felt thank you note on the brigade’s 
Facebook page. 

“To stand side by side strangers from other brigades from 
across the State is a privilege. 

To share smoke, sweat and tears with amazing crews of Anna 
Bay Brigade is an honour.

To have your mother, brother and family have your back, is 
something special that not many people will ever experience. 

To all the crews that were involved in yesterday’s events at 
Heatherbrae, Medowie and Williamtown, Stand Proud. You are 
the ones that gave your all and it showed. No houses were lost 
and only four sheds. On a day like that you can only put it down 
to a miracle.

To all the welfare men and woman who provided a meal and a 
place to rest - a big thank you to you.

To the Kind Random Stranger on Medowie Road who ran out at 
midnight with a bucket of ice and a cold can of coke - that really 
hit the spot!

To all my friends: thanks for the support last night.

But most of all, to my brother Darren Balzer and my Mum (and 
of course Old Rainer) for watching my back and getting me 
home safe.

Fighting fires has never fazed me, not since my first major fire 
at age 14 in 1994. I won’t lie to you, yesterday was as bad as it 
gets and it even scared me. 

Lastly, if you have a friend, loved one or anyone you know who 
has been affected by the fires, ring them. Make sure they are 
ok because once the smoke clears, that’s when it will hit you. 
Peace out!”

Chris Balzer 
Anna Bay Brigade

Hank Street Fire, Heatherbrae
Area: 5642 ha  
Perimeter: 110 km

Brownes Road Fire, Salt ash
Area: 355 ha  
Perimeter: 16 km

Mooreland Fire, Fingal Bay
Area: 184 ha  
Perimeter: 13 km

(L-R) Chris Balzer, his mother Maureen and big brother Darren.  
Photo by Kristine Glen



About the NSW RFS
The NSW RFS is the lead combat agency 
for bush fires in NSW. For over 100 years we 
have been a significant part of the history 
and landscape of NSW. Working closely with 
other agencies we respond to a range of 
emergencies including structure fires, motor 
vehicle accidents and storms that occur 
within rural fire districts. 

The NSW RFS is widely acknowledged as the 
largest volunteer fire service in the world. 

Members of the NSW RFS are trained to very 
high levels of competence to ensure they 
know what to do in an emergency. 

The Service aims to reduce the likelihood and 
consequence of fires occurring. This involves 
comprehensive risk management programs to 
reduce bush fire hazards, reduce fire ignitions 
and the development of regulations for bush 
fire prone areas.

Content that counts
The Bush Fire Bulletin features everything 
from major bush fire emergencies to the 
most current updates on technology, policy 
and operational matters. Readers are kept 
abreast of safety and training issues and 
local and regional news for their brigades. 
Acknowledging the commitment, skills and 
efforts of local volunteers is an important 
aspect of the Bush Fire Bulletin’s popularity. 

The bottom line
For those who advertise in its pages, the 
Bush Fire Bulletin offers a geographically 
diverse audience of attentive community-
focused individuals with influence across 
a broad spectrum of NSW businesses and 
organisations. Many of our readers are 
volunteers from all walks of life including 
farmers, professionals, politicians, pensioners, 
students, truckies and tradespeople who are 
involved in areas such as communications, 
catering, community education, fundraising, 
firefighting, fire equipment and training. 

BOOKING DEADLINES

Issue Advert booking deadline Publication date

Summer 1 October December

Autumn 1 February March

Winter 1 May June

Spring 1 July September

2014-16 ADVERTISING RATES  (inclusive of GST)

Casual rates per issue 4 issue contract rate per issue

Full page $3,960 $3,366

Inside back cover $5,544 $4,715

1/2 page $1,980 $1,683

1/3 page horizontal $1,100 $935

1/6 page horizontal $825 $705

Securing a booking
To secure a booking simply complete the Bush Fire Bulletin Advertising Booking Confirmation form and return 
it to the NSW RFS Executive Support Team; Email: Executive.Support@rfs.nsw.gov.au 



Bush Fire Bulletin technical specifications
Trimmed page size - 297 x 210mm portrait, full colour 
(CMYK) offset printed 48pp self cover format, 175# 
screen, saddle stitched.

Advertising artwork files
All artwork is to be supplied as print-ready high 
resolution PDF format with a minimum 300 dpi.

 Any costs associated with work required by the 
publisher to correct or convert client files will be paid 
for by the advertiser.

Advertising artwork helpful hints
The following information should be noted when 
designing your advertising artwork:

 Solid black backgrounds are recommended to have a 
40% cyan stipple. 

 Small type that is under 10pt, especially with serifs is 
not recommended.

 All reverse type should be produced using a 
minimum of colours. 

 Subordinate colours should be spread, allowing the 
smaller key colour to shape the letter and therefore 
improve registration.

 Proofs supplied calibrated to the 3DAP proofing 
standard are the only proofs acceptable for colour 
matching. 

 Proofs must be made from the final art file or pdf to 
be supplied.

Terms and conditions
 Cancellations must be in writing and will only be 
accepted up to 15 days prior to the applicable advert 
booking deadlines. All cancellations after this will 
incur a 20% + GST cost surcharge.

 If completed artwork has not been supplied by the 
appropriate deadline, the publisher reserves the right 
to repeat previously used material.

 The publisher reserves the right to accept or decline 
any advertisement at the publisher’s sole discretion. 

 Any advertorial content must include the word 
‘Advertorial’ or similar at the top of the page.

 Should the Publisher be unable to publish the 
advertisement in the Bush Fire Bulletin for any 
reason whatsoever, the Publisher shall be entitled 
to refund the advertisement fee to the advertiser 
whereupon the advertiser shall have no further claim 
on the Publisher.

For all advertising bookings fill out the Booking Confirmation Form on page 4. For more information 
email Executive.Support@rfs.nsw.gov.au

Full page 
+ bleed

Full page 
no bleed

1/2 page 1/3 page 
horizontal

1/6 page 
horizontal

SPECIFICATIONS 

Page size Measurements             
(Width x height)

Full page + bleed 210 x 297mm allow 5mm bleed

Full page no bleed 186 x 277mm

1/2 page 186 x 132mm

1/3 page horizontal 186 x 86mm

1/6 page horizontal 186 x 40mm



Applicant Details

Name:

Company:

Position:

Contact phone:

Fax number:

Email address:

Casual edition 
booking  

                        Year    Issue:   Summer     Autumn     Winter     Spring

4 Issue contract 
booking 

Commencing year    Issue:   Summer     Autumn     Winter     Spring

          Finishing year    Issue:   Summer     Autumn     Winter     Spring

Bush Fire Bulletin Advertising Booking Confirmation

2014 ADVERTISING RATES  (inclusive of GST)

Measurements             
(Width x height)

Casual rates per issue 4 Issue contract rate 
per issue

Full page 210 x 297mm $3,960 $3,366

Inside back cover 210 x 297mm $5,544 $4,715

1/2 Page 186 x 132mm $1,980 $1,683

1/3 page horizontal 186 x 86mm $1,100 $935

1/6 page horizontal 186 x 40mm $825 $705

I hereby request the NSW Rural Fire Service (“the Publisher”) 
to book the above requested advertising in the Bush Fire 
Bulletin. I understand that every advertisement is accepted 
for publication only on the basis that we, the Advertiser, 
warrant to the Publisher that the advertisement and its 
contents are true and correct in all respects, are in no way 
misleading or deceptive and contain no misrepresentations 
or statements prohibited by Section 53 of the Trade Practices 
Act and that publication of such advertisements by the 
Publisher will not constitute misleading or deceptive conduct 

prohibited by Sec 52 of the Trade Practices Act or otherwise 
contravene any other provision of the Act. Accordingly, this 
warranty is deemed to be included in each submission of any 
advertisement for publication. I also accept that the Publisher 
reserves the right to refuse publication of advertisements. I am 
authorised to incur this expense on behalf of my organisation 
and I am aware that the cancellation of advertisements less 
than four weeks prior to publication may incur additional fees 
in addition to the full cost of the advertisement.

Approved by signature:  Name:

Position title: Date:

Your purchase order number: Your NSW RFS customer number:

  Complete this form and email to Executive.Support@rfs.nsw.gov.au


